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Notes from Mrs. Elman
Dear Parents,

Our recent round of Book Talks had students sharing non�ction topics from cheetahs to volcanoes.
The children did a great job talking about books that they read and inspiring others to check them out
from the library.

Below is a list of books that students read and discussed during our last round of Book Talks. When
you are at the library helping your son/daughter choose a book, he/she may be interested in checking
out a book shared in class.

Read to Succeed
There is still time for your child to register to earn a free Six Flags ticket for reading 6 hours using Read
to Succeed. The Read to Succeed eReading Log program is an online program that allows you to
create an online account to track your child’s reading.
You can register for Read to Succeed using the details below:

Register child at six�ags.com/books using code YBPVM
By April 17, complete the online reading log for your child.
Expect a Six Flags Great America ticket for your child in May!

Once your child is registered, you will have access to your online account.

February is Random Acts of Kindness month. On Valentine's Day we kicked off a "kind" scavenger hunt
challenge in class. Each child has a scavenger hunt board with kind acts on it. Every time your child
does something kind, they get to check off the box. Hopefully, this kindness with spread out of our
classroom and help to make someone else's day a little brighter. For ways to help your child with this,
consider reading this article by Richard Weissbourd, a Harvard psychologist with the graduate school
of education, who runs the Making Caring Common project, aimed to help teach kids to be kind.

Finally, I'd like to extend a big thank you to Mrs. Greenberg, Mrs. Stern and Mrs. Wood to led our recent
Valentine Party. The children had a fun time making valentine bags and exchanging their cards. Thank
you also to those of you who spoiled me with your kind words and chocolates! Both were very much
appreciated.

Sincerely,
Karen Elman

http://newsletter.sixflags.com/ga/click/2-rnJ3buITMxQ2cz5GQm9GarVWZtRGALkqg-12-10058-19876-38039-d42321422c-b0e8185be4
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/parenting/wp/2014/07/18/are-you-raising-nice-kids-a-harvard-psychologist-gives-5-ways-to-raise-them-to-be-kind/
http://www.gse.harvard.edu/news-impact/tag/making-caring-common-project/


The Week in Review



Happy HALF
birthday!
We hope your summer
birthday is awesome!

Valentine's Day
Fun!

Valentine's Day
Fun!

English Language Arts (E.L.A.)
We are approaching the end of our historical �ction text about the San Francisco earthquake of 1906.
The students have shown an array of emotions for these interesting characters: fear, empathy,
intrigue, horror. This week we zeroed in on the author’s word choice that helped to convey the key
details in the text, such as the struggles the characters endured or the severity of the �res. As we wrap
up our reading we will discuss the central message and re�ect on how the characters changed as a
result as the experiences they had.

A new component to our foundational skills lessons is our ever-engaging game show! In this game,
two students face off and use clues from the audience about a word to guess that word. Ask your
child about Game Show - Compound Word Edition. We will next be learning about the different spelling
patterns for the long i sound and will incorporate this into our new game. The patterns that we will
focus on are igh, y, i_e, i and ie. As you are out in the community, look for words with these patterns on
signs, menus, books, commercials, etc. to reinforce this skill.

Math
We began Unit 5 this week. This unit helps students imagine, visualize and count the number 1,000.
The unit began with an engaging story, How Much, How Many, How Far, How Heavy, How Long, How
Tall Is 1000? that helped students understand that 1,000 objects can be represented in many ways,
depending on how those objects are organized and arranged. Students worked to build place value
understanding as they counted and organized numbers up to 1,000 using a variety of manipulatives
including craft sticks, base ten area pieces, and Uni�x cubes. Through the use of these manipulatives
in the coming weeks, students will have numerous opportunities to create and count bundles of 10
and 100.

We will soon be working with place value with money, so now is a great time to brush up on those coin
counting skills at home. Have your child identify and count groups of coins. It is great skip counting
practice!
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Mystery Reader
The children enjoyed
listening to our mystery
reader read two very
entertaining books.

Compound Word
Game Show
Students worked in teams to
brainstorm as many
compound words as
possible. Everyone had a
great time!

Research Writing
Students continue work to
publish their research about
an important leader.
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